e

Istanbul Journal of Arabic Studies (ISTANBULJAS)

Volume/Cilt: 5, Issue/Say1: 1, 2022/1, 47-64
DOI: 10.51802/istanbuljas.1009026

Istanbul Journal of Arabic Studies (ISTANBULJAS)
http://dergipark.org.tr/istanbuljas

Research Article/Arastirma Makalesi

L el 5 guall g 45 gual) B guall G A ) g )
Q) G gl die pudaladl g ealall G 4o e
Ses Imgesi ile Gorsel Imge Arasinda Arap Harfleri: Arap Dilcilerinin
Gegmisi ile Bugiinii Arasinda Bir Yaklagim
Arabic Letters between the Sound Image and the Visual Image: An
Approach Between the Past and the Present of Arab Linguists

Majed Hajmohammad*

* Dr. Ogr. Uyesi, Hakkari Universitesi Ilahiya
Fakiiltesi Arap Dili ve Belagati Anabilim Dali
Hakkari, Trkiye.

E-mail: macidhacmuhammed@hakkari.edu.tr

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3315-712X

**  Ogr. Gér. Dr, Van Yiizinci Yil
Universitesi {lahiyat Fakiiltesi Arap Dili ve
Belagati Anabilim Dali, Van, Tirkiye.
E-mail: muradhasankafi@gmail.com

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1101-7257

Corresponding Author/Sorumlu Yazar:
Majed Hajmohammad,

Dr. Ogr. Uyesi, Hakkari Universitesi
flahiyat Fakiiltesi Arap Dili ve Belagati
Anabilim Dali, Hakkari, Turkiye.

E-mail: macidhacmuhammed@hakkari.edu.tr

Submission/Bagvuru:
10 Kasim/November 2021

Acceptance/Kabul:
08 Subat/February 2022

Citation/Atif:

Majed Hajmohammad, Murad Kafi “The
Avrabic letters between the sound image and
the visual image: An approach between the
past and the present of Arab linguists”,
Istanbul  Journal of Arabic Studies
(ISTANBULJAS), 5/1 (2022/1), 47-64.

& Murad Kafi**

adle
S skl (ol 3 Alasa Lelsin U8 Al cdal Gl Cageal
s capdally Olsaally pludy) ClpalS ddesiia Clgeal e e culs
a8 3 edonclgall gilaghaiag Aubisl) eDLSan; lalll il Cilgal) o2
Ll g Alaje (B Gelil) jaaS cipall aladinl e (gl
Al o3 b Jolains . paleal (st 8 Jsiall Lgiags 2 Cong clgaliiy
conll lede e Sl B2l ol gy 8 2 e o e gsal
I5ald cilsnally Cigall Ay lsie il —giiney el aqusily
O e Alen lpady csaally dpall Afijgmy Copeall i
83yl Allally dpal) Alall G Gl DA o llsla Cilisagilly
e 4 sla Lo BAS a8 Y Clabind ) hagy (ual) Ciall
Gl Al 238 b i SIS L Eyanll jemall b Ca il Ciseal
s o Aualall gl g3 () opanall sl 2sen ) HLEY)
Gpu Lo G Slsal) ans I3 gl Aasl) gl Cial
log At daa ) e 1 Lonand) 5SIA A Lguan Isiily LS
L) o el (8 gl e Jsil) Lesie (ggianal) Uslele L pgllsie
palidly cilalhiad) (aje & el ae Sl Laa Yl ddgeal)
sl e o eigadl G gl e b Alglsiall syaall Agseal
Mty 4 gSYly ¢ y53a
e cAbgeall (Aall) (Cagyal) (duyall sdalida clals

Oz ) .
Dil; yaz1 ve simge seklinde ortaya ¢ikmadan dnce sesli bir
sekilde varlik sahasina ¢ikmistir. Bu asamada dil; insan,
hayvan ve doga sesleri gibi ¢esitli seslerden meydana
gelmistir. Dil yaz1 sekilleri ve kural sistemleriyle birlikte bu

seslerden ortaya ¢ikmustir. Zira dilciler, dili ve kurallarini
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icin sesi temel tag olarak kullanmislardir. Bu caligmada eski ve modern donem Arap alimlerinden
harfleri ve sesleri inceleyen dil ve diigiince erbabinin arastirmalarinda gegen 6nde gelen konulart
inceleyecegiz. Bu alimler sesi somut ve soyut sekilleriyle birlikte tanimlamislar ve birtakim tahliller ve
nitelemeler sunmusglardir. Béylece Arap harflerin somut ve soyut durumu arasindaki farki ortaya
koymuslardir. Bu alimler modern dénemde Batili ses bilimcilerin ortaya koydugu sonuglardan pek
farkli olmayan sonuglara ulagmiglardir. Bu c¢aligmada ayrica Arap harflerinin simgesel ve isitsel
sekilleri birbirinden ayiran kurallara dikkat ¢eken modern dilcilerin ¢abalarina deginilmistir. Onlar
seslerin bir kisminin yazili olarak kayda gecen sesler ve diger bir kisminin ise yaziya gecirilmeyen ve
zihinde hapsedilen isitsel sesler oldugunu ifade ederek sesleri iki kisma ayirmislardir. Modern dénem
alimlerimiz de bunlarin yolunu takip etmistir. Nitekim bunlar da dnceki alimler gibi sesli ve yazili
alfabeyi birbirinden ayirmislardir. Modern alimler bunun yami sira fonem (sesbirim), alofon (alt
sesbirim) ve akustik (yankilanim) gibi birtakim yeni ses terimleri ve kavramlarini ortaya koymuslardir
ki bu kavramlar bu tur terimleri ele alan ¢aligmalarda gegmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arapga, harfler, dil, isitsel, gorsel.

Abstract

Before language appeared in the form of writing and symbols, it came into existence with sound. At
this stage, language is composed of various sounds such as the sounds of human, animal and nature
from which languages emerged with their writing styles and rule systems. The linguists used sound as
a cornerstone to set forth the language and its rules and then collect them in dictionaries. In this study,
we will examine the most prominent issues in the research of our Arab scholars and linguists - old and
modern - who were interested in studying letters and sounds. These scholars and linguists have defined
sound with its concrete and abstract forms and have offered some analyses and qualifications through
which they tried to prove the difference between the concrete state and the abstract state of the Arabic
letters, and reached conclusions that do not stray far from what western phonologists came up with in
the modern period. In this study, we will also refer to the efforts of modern linguists who draw attention
to the rules that distinguish the symbolic and auditory forms of the Arabic letters so they divided the
sounds into two types, stating that some of the sounds are recorded in written form and the other type
is auditory sounds that are not transcribed and imprisoned in the mind. Our modern scholars have
followed their paths and distinguished between the spoken and written alphabet as their predecessors
did. Modern scholars have also introduced a number of new phonetic terms and concepts such as
phoneme, allophone and acoustic, which are included in studies dealing with such terms.

Keywords: Arabic, letters, language, acoustic, visual.

Extended Abstract

Our study, titled "Arabic letters between the sound image and the visual image”,
re-estimated what is mentioned in the compositions of the Arabic phonetics in its old
and modern version in order to re-highlight the case of Arabic letters in
pronunciation and writing, and to approach the old Arabic phonetics and the modern
Arabic acoustics and everything related to the studies of Arabic letters - at the
anatomical, phonological, musical and other levels. Additionally, it tried to re-
establish the first genesis of acoustic/visual linguistic research in Arabic letters, in
terms of origin and the research technics used by the elders as they established the
first rules of Arabic phonetics despite the modest means and tools of study at the
time. This study also tried to provide a brief conception of the Arabic phonetics in
the modern era, and to make a scientific comparison between the old and the new
sounds to see the evolution of the process of Arabic letters in terms of symbolism
and sound, by following the development of the journey of Arabic phonology since
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it was related to Qur'anic studies, through the care of the seniors with the vocal
differences of the same letter, so that modern linguists can digest the ancient
phonology issues, and increase it in light of technical, technological and digital
development, which contributed directly to the monitoring the phonetic structure of
some letters and al-Harakat that vary according to the same character, and the
degrees of these structures vary up or down, can be softer or stronger, loud or
whispering. Noting that the modernists did not deviate from the general perception
of the audio/audio-visual/written images of the Arabic character as stated in the
studies of the seniors even though they have technologies to search.

This study relied on the descriptive approach and the comparative approach in
tracking the processes of Arabic phonetics, old and modern, we used the descriptive
approach to study the sound phenomena of Arabic letters in their audio and written
aspects in harmony with the data of this approach, which describes these phenomena
and their problems, characterizations and analyses in a scientific way that moves
away from interpretation and intuition, and adheres to objectivity, scientific and
direct access to logical interpretations, and find evidence that give researchers the
ability to develop specific frameworks for the phenomenon studied. On the other
hand, the comparative approach had to be used, because it depends on comparison
and approach in studying the phenomenon of Arabic sounds between the old and the
modern, which gives the study the ability to track the similarities and differences
between visions, theorems and the results adopted by ancient and modern linguists.

The study took into account the temporal and spatial framework of the studied
sound phenomenon that emerged with the attention of Abu al-Aswad al-Duali (died
in 69 AH) by drawing the points of the Qur'an, although the Arabic phonology as a
self-contained science - according to some historians - began scientifically and
systematically at the hands of the linguist Halil bin Ahmed al-Farahidi al-Basri (100
AH/ 175 AH). This was in the region of the Arabian Peninsula, which attached
importance to taking into account the phonetic and pronunciation differences of
Arabic letters between the inhabitants of the Badia(Arabs in the desert) and urban
dwellers, as well as paying attention to the pronunciation of the dictionaries. The
same applies to the updated Arabic phonetics, with considerations of the different
geographical distribution of the Countries of the Arabian Peninsula, the Levant and
the Arab states in Africa. But it can be said that the modern Arabic phonetics
emerged with effect from the Western phonetics that began with Western scholars
in the 19th century, when they tried to compare Indo-European languages with each
other.

This study tried to ask a series of questions that are useful in framing the sound
phenomena of Arabic letters, such as: Did the studies of the ancients be based on
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intuition or interpretation in the absence of scientific research methods? How did the
ancient phonologists link the acoustic structure of the Arabic character to music?
How did they reflect the diversity, ripples and vocal/pronunciation extensions of the
Arabic character? Has the updated phonetics been able to provide significant
additions to the audio differences of a single character? Did they use the terminology
and concepts used by their ancestors in the field of acoustics? And what's new they've
done? What is the impact of this study on the resynthesis of tables or audio
dictionaries of many voices for which there is no symbolic equivalent in the written
language. This study attempted to fill an underlying research gap in quantitative and
qualitative issues while the ancient and modern linguists presented their acoustic
scientific studies. That is, the style of the phonetic lesson was not the same between
the ancient and modern ones. The ancients established the term phonology, while the
modernists continued what their predecessors began in this field, as many of the
descriptions, results and analyses of the ancients have existed in the studies of the
moderns, taking into account these points: The difference in the concepts and
terminology used, the accuracy, details and experimental anatomical view of the
moderns are marked at the expense of the ancients without noticing a deep chasm
that separated the old and modern phonetics. The study reached a number of results
that contribute in one way or another to the development of the phonetics and provide
formal written concepts of many sounds that need to be molded, hardened and
encoded in the tangible physical field at the level of the written image.
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