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ABSTRACT This study aims to investigate the descriptive characteristics, research topics and methodological
procedures of master’s theses and doctoral dissertations regarding early childhood education in Turkey.
Within the scope of the current study, 931 Master’s theses and 171 doctoral dissertations were analyzed
according to university, institute, department, publication year, academic title of the advisor, research
topic, sample group, location in which the study took place, research setting of the study, type of
research, instruments, statistical analysis, and sampling methods. The study covers theses published from
1986 to 2016, and a content analysis method was implemented for data analysis. As expected, the current
study found that students were the most frequently used subject groups in both MS theses (37.39%) and
PhD dissertations (53.39%). In the MS theses, researchers mostly preferred research topics regarding the
education of young children (29.95%) whereas in PhD. dissertations, researchers mainly focused on
developmental issues (32.78%). Nearly, all the graduate theses were conducted in city centers and central
districts.
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Tiirkiye’deki erken ¢cocukluk egitimi lizerine yazilmis lisansiistii
tezlerin bir i¢erik analizi

Oz Bu calisma, Tirkiye’deki erken ¢ocukluk egitimi {izerine yazilmus, yiiksek lisans ve doktora tezlerinin
betimsel 6zelliklerini, arastirma konularini ve metodolojik yontemlerini incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Bu
calisma cercevesinde, 931 yiiksek lisans ve 171 doktora tezi, tiniversite, enstitii, boliim, yayinlanma
tarihi, danigmanin akademik unvani, arastirma konusu, érneklem grubu, arastirmanin gerceklestirildigi
mekan, ¢aligmanin aragtirma diizenegi, arastirma tiirti, kullanilan araglar, istatiksel analiz ve 6rnek alma
yontemi agisindan analiz edilmistir. Mevcut ¢alisma 1986-2016 yillar1 arasinda yayinlanan lisansiistii
tezleri kapsamaktadir. Calismada veri analizi yontemi olarak igerik analizi uygulanmistir. Giincel
arastirmanin verileri gostermistir ki, hem yiiksek lisans (%37,39) hem de doktora tezlerinde (%53,39),
ogrencilerin en sik kullanilan denek grubu oldugunu géstermistir ki, bu beklenen bir bulgudur. Yiiksek
lisans tezlerinde, aragtirmacilar ¢ogunlukla (%37,39) kiiciik yastaki ¢ocuklarin egitimi {izerine arastirma
konularin1 segerken, doktora tezlerinde arastirmacilar, genellikle (%32,78) gelisimsel konulara
odaklanmigtir. Neredeyse tiim lisansiisti tezler, sehir merkezlerinde veya merkezi ilgelerde
gerceklestirilmistir.
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INTRODUCTION

Although the definition of education has changed over the years, it basically refers to “...the process of
facilitating learning which has been an integral part of human societies since before we were even
human” (The Worldwatch Institute, 2017). Since ancient times, enabling people to reach their full
potential has been one of the ongoing purposes of education. Moreover, providing intellectual
development, meeting social needs, contributing to the economy, creating an effective workforce,
providing job and career opportunities for students, and enhancing political and economic systems are
the other widely accepted purposes of education. According to Foshay (1991), the broadest educational
purpose statement covers all of these aspects and seeks to contribute to all domains of human experience
(as cited in Brandt, 2000).

Graduate education constitutes the last stage of formal education and these programmes are managed
by graduate schools offering master’s and doctoral degree programmes which include both research and
coursework. Graduate education differs from undergraduate education in terms of training and
instruction. Undergraduate classes comprise larger groups, but graduate education appeals to smaller
groups in which individual effort and self-directed learning are essential. Deeper training is provided in
graduate education with increased specialization (Targonski, 2003). To this end, graduate education
provides more specialized education in a particular field or a sub-field. Furthermore, a well-qualified
graduate education programme improves participants’ skills of problem solving, academic writing, oral
presentation, and technology use (Ebel, n.d.).

Master of Arts or Doctor in Philosophy (in the field of education) degrees do not require one to be a
teacher in most countries, but many inspiring teachers (enthusiastic) opt to pursue an advanced degree
in a sub-specialty of education (Feiman-Nemser, 1989). Undertaking an advanced degree in early
childhood education is a good way to enhance professional knowledge and career potential. Moreover,
a graduate degree in early childhood education provides various opportunities for teachers to apply not
only in the classroom environment but also outside the classroom. Having a graduate degree in early
childhood education is an integral part of a career in academia and preparation for positions as an
administrator or a lead teacher in early childhood education settings. Furthermore, these graduate
programmes enable teachers to promote learning and development in young children from diverse
cultural backgrounds and have different abilities in preschool settings (Guha, n.d.).

An advanced degree programme in early childhood education includes coursework and activities.
Additionally, conducting original research in the form of a master’s thesis and doctoral dissertation is a
common requirement. The purpose of engaging in a graduate thesis is to equip students with specialized
skills and advanced knowledge in early childhood pedagogy, technology, administration, community
collaboration, and policy analysis [The National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER), 2017].

Graduate studies also enhance the literature of the studied field. According to Jin (2004), graduate
studies contain valuable knowledge, produced by scholars and experts in the field. Moreover, the studies
assessed in the current work shed light on the amount of research that has been conducted to date and
serve as a foundation for future graduate studies.

Since the 1970s, undergraduate early childhood education programmes have been available in Turkey.
In the 2015-2016 academic year, there were 87 early childhood education undergraduate programmes
(66 day-time and 21 evening education) within 66 universities in Turkey. Furthermore, graduate
programmes have been offered in both Graduate Schools of Educational Sciences and Graduate Schools
of Social Sciences since 1992. Although there is not adequate information concerning, the first early
childhood education graduate study published in Turkey in the literature, Altun, Sendil and Sahin (2011)
stated that the first early childhood education graduate programme was established in 1993. However,
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an examination of the National Thesis Database of Turkey reveals graduate studies regarding early
childhood education dating back to 1987 and a large number of theses were conducted in a variety of
departments. Today, there are 24 graduate education programmes in early childhood education
consisting of 19 M.S. and five Ph.D. programmes. In general, in the programmes, the medium of
instruction is Turkish, but in Middle East Technical University (METU), instruction is offered in English
(Olgme Seg¢me ve Yerlestirme Merkezi, 2016). In the 2016 academic year, the total number of staff in
early childhood education departments was 755 (70 professors, 64 associate professors, 339 assistant
professors, and 282 research assistants) (Yiiksekdgretim Kurulu, 2017).

Considering the significance of graduate studies regarding early childhood education in Turkey, the
current study aims to reveal the descriptive and contextual characteristics and methodological
procedures of all online MS theses and PhD dissertations on early children education from 1989 to 2016
regardless of the department in which the study was conducted.

The examination of the international literature shows that studies investigating MS theses and doctoral
dissertations reveal research trends dating back to the 1970s (Novak, 1975). The studies were conducted
in different fields, such as education, health, and science (Al Kathiri, 2002; Dong, 1998; May &
Holzemer, 1985; Rone, 1998) and various research methods were employed in these studies. Although
the studies are prevalent in the education field (curriculum and instruction, blended learning, higher
education), to our knowledge, the number of studies investigating early childhood education is limited
(Hannikéinen, 2010; Rule, 2011).

In 2010, Hannikdinen examined eight doctoral dissertations published in the last 15 years from
educational and other human science departments that described the policy and basic characteristics of
early childhood education settings providing services to children aged one to three in Finland. The
results of the study indicate that all the dissertations were conducted by female researchers, and the
research topics of the dissertations covered specific content areas of early childhood education, such as
play, music, and mathematics. In all the dissertations, qualitative and mixed method research designs
were applied, and the observation technique was the most commonly used method of data collection.
Rule (2011) investigated graduate research regarding both early childhood and basic adult and training
in South Africa that was published from 1995 to 2004. According to results of the study, adult and early
childhood educations were considered as insignificant fields. There was a lack of doctoral dissertations
regarding early childhood education. Although the number of international studies on early childhood
education graduate theses is limited, there are available studies in which journal articles regarding early
childhood education were examined (Hanson, 1973; Lee, 2012; Zhang, 2015).

In the literature from Turkey, there are a number of journal articles that aimed to investigate graduate
theses regarding early childhood education (e.g., Ahi & Kildan, 2013; Altun et al., 2011; Bertan,
Haznedaroglu, Yurdakok, & Giigiz, 2009; Can Yasar & Aral, 2011; Durukan, Atalay & Sen, 2015;
Kaytez & Durualp, 2014; Tastepe, Oztiirk Serter, Yurdakul, Taygur Altintas & Biitiin Ayhan, 2016).
Some of these studies discuss early childhood education in general with others focusing on specific
aspects, such as drama, play, and inclusion. When the studies are examined, it is seen that all of the
articles used document analysis as the data collection method and the data were obtained from the
National Theses Database. The sampling methods of the studies varied according to the research
questions, and both convenience and criterion-based sampling methods were used by the researchers. In
terms of data analysis, descriptive statistics were chosen to present the results of the studies. These
studies remain uninfluential because of their limited content and scope. Although the same database was
used to obtain graduate theses and similar research methods were applied, the current study aims to
conduct a deeper analysis with an inclusive perspective. In the data collection process, no time or
department limitation was applied and early childhood education was only used as a keyword. The
current study involves a comprehensive analysis with a large sample group and adopts an
interdisciplinary understanding, thus, this research is significant in addressing the gap in the literature.
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Significance of the Study

Universities have several social functions, including scientific research, producing and disseminating
scientific information, and making new discoveries. Graduate studies in universities are one of the ways
of producing and disseminating scientific information. According to Yildiz (2004), both qualitative and
guantitative information regarding scientific studies conducted in a specific science area can provide
information about the current situation of the field. Hart (1998) lists four reasons that emphasize the
necessity of the compilation of scientific studies; (1) to discover which aspects of the field have been
studied and which aspects and variable of the field have not yet been investigated, (2) to gain perspective
regarding the field, (3) to have comprehensive knowledge about the content of the related field, and (4)
to reveal the scientific methods and techniques which are used in the related studies.

The current study provides a comprehensive literature review built upon graduate studies produced by
scholars in the field of early childhood education. The results will support the recognition of which
subjects are well presented and which are undervalued in graduate studies on early childhood education.
Moreover, the findings of this study provide information about current methodological and statistical
trends. In addition, the results will provide an opportunity to observe the changes in research trends in
early childhood education over the selected time period.

Aim of the Research

The current study aims to investigate descriptive and contextual characteristics of graduate studies
regarding early childhood education to produce a full picture of the field in Turkey. In addition, the
study examines the methodological procedures of the theses to reveal the preferred research trends based
on the research methods and statistical techniques in these theses. The research questions of the study
are;

1. What are the descriptive characteristics (university, institute, department, publication year, language
of thesis, and the academic title of the advisor) of MS theses and doctoral dissertations regarding early
childhood education in Turkey?

2. What are the contextual characteristics (research topic) of MS theses and doctoral dissertations
regarding early childhood education in Turkey?

3. What are the methodological procedures (the sample group, the location where the study took place,
research setting of the study, type of research, instruments, statistical analysis, and sampling methods)
of the MS theses and doctoral dissertations regarding early childhood education in Turkey?

METHODOLOGY

Design of the Study

Qualitative research design was employed to respond to the research questions of the current study.
According to Denzin, Norman and Lincon (2000), the qualitative research design is an approach to the
world bearing naturalistic and interpretive characteristics. In qualitative studies, researchers attempt to
define or interpret the subject with regard to the meanings that people attach to them. In other words,
qualitative study is a process which questions and interprets problems regarding community and human
problems with specific methods to make interpretations (Creswell, 1998). Moreover, in qualitative
studies, researchers attempt to define or interpret the subject with regard to the meanings that people
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attach to them. Yildirnrm and Simsek (2011) define qualitative design as an approach in which
observation, interview and document analysis are used as data collection methods. Beliefs and events
are revealed in their natural setting in a realistic and holistic way in qualitative studies. In the current
qualitative study, document analysis was used as the data collection method. Document analysis is a
process in which all written evidence related with the target phenomena analyzed to obtain data.
According to Yildirim and Simsek (2011), document analysis can be used as a solitary data collection
method as well as in combination with other methods. In the current study, M.S theses and PhD
dissertations approved by graduate schools were used as sources of information in the document analysis
process. For the data analysis process, the content analysis method was used in the analysis process of
MS theses and PhD dissertations. According to Weber (1990), content analysis is a data analysis method
in which data is summarized, classified and interpreted. As the current study aims to examine descriptive
characteristics and methodological settings of the graduate theses, the content analysis method was
found to be an appropriate method to use for data analysis.

Population and Sampling

In this study, the population includes all graduate dissertations and theses (collectively referred to as
‘theses’ in this paper) written on the subject of early childhood education in Turkey. For this reason,
working with the whole population of the study is impractical because of time and budget limitations.
Hence, the convenience sampling method was applied. Convenience sampling is one of the purposive
sampling methods mostly used in qualitative studies (Devers & Frankel, 2000) and includes individuals
who are conveniently accessible for the researcher to use in their studies (Fraenkel, Wallen & Hyun,
2012). Theses written in both Turkish and English languages were included in the sample. On
completion of the data collection process, 1,494 graduate theses were examined, and 1,102 open access
theses regarding early childhood education between 1986-2016 were identified as the sample of the
study.

Data Collection

The data collection process of the current study began on 1 September 2016 and was completed on 20
May 2017. The investigation of the theses was conducted by the first author of the article. First, the
researcher downloaded the theses having full access permission. Then, the cover pages and the abstracts
of the theses were examined. Afterwards, the researcher continued the examination by investigating the
summary, introduction, method and the findings sections of the theses to answer the research questions
of the study. The total number of theses written on the subject of early childhood education is not known
as there are numerous theses written on the subject from a large variety of different departments. Thus,
the researcher acquired the theses from two online sources. Firstly, the National Theses Center (CoHE)
was searched using the keywords in Turkish “okuldncesi egitim” (preschool education), “anasinifi”
(nursery class), “erken g¢ocukluk egitimi” (early childhood education), and “aile katilim1” (parent
involvement), and the theses which allowed full text access were identified and downloaded. Secondly,
the online databases of 109 state and 76 private university libraries in Turkey were scanned online by
the researcher using the same keywords as in the COHE search.

Coding and Categorization

Fraenkel et al. (2012) defined two different methods of creating categories in content analysis: first is
category creation that is conducted prior to the analysis procedure. The researcher creates categories on
the basis of the related literature, similar studies, and previous knowledge, theory and experiences. The
second method is implemented during the analysis process; thus, the researcher gains more information
about the content of the communication and proceeds with the creation of categories. Prasad (2008)
stated that content categories are highly related to the literature and the research question; that is,
categorization should respond to the query of the research question. For the current study, the researchers
devised a categorization based on the related literature and similar MS theses and PhD dissertations.
The categories and subcategories of the theses examination processes are presented in Table 1.
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Table 1.
Thesis Examination Categories
Categories Sub-Categories
CoHE Thesis Number
Thesis Type

Year of Publication

Name of the University
Name of the Institute
Department

Academic Degree of the Advisor
Language of the Thesis
The Sample Group
Content of the Thesis
Content Knowledge City/Region of Application
School Setting

School Status

Research Type

Research Design

Scale Type

Data Analysis Technique
Sampling Method

Sample Size

Descriptive characteristics

Methodological Knowledge

Instrumentation

After defining the categories of content analysis, the unit of analysis was determined by the researchers.
In this study, each thesis is defined as the unit of analysis. Subsequently, based on these categories and
the unit of analysis, a tentative codebook was prepared by the first author to be used as a coding
instrument. This codebook included the descriptive characteristics, the methodological settings, and the
publication information of the theses. Then, the codebook and the detailed explanation of the
categorization process report were sent to an assistant professor in the early childhood education
department to receive the opinion of an expert. After the feedback from the expert, the codebook was
reconfigured. The expert’s recommendations were mostly related to the vocabulary of the category titles
and terminology. Some of the codes were redesigned by searching the related literature. Finally, the
thesis examination form was created. Afterwards, a pilot study of the thesis examination form was
designed in the light of the expert opinion. The form took its final version at the end of the pilot study.

Validity and Reliability

Both the validity and reliability of the study was assessed. The validity issue was considered in terms of
face validity, external validity and content validity. First, the face validity issue was handled. In the
current study, the instrument was developed by the researcher, and the related literature and similar
studies were considered during the construction of the instrument. The researcher also received expert
opinion from an assistant professor in early childhood education department after preparing the first
draft. Based on the expert opinion, the instrument was revised, and the last version of the instrument
was constructed via a pilot study. At the end of the pilot study, the instrument was appraised as being
valid, having the quality of being able to make the intended measurement. Secondly, the external validity
of the instrument was checked. The population of this study includes all graduate theses written on the
subject of early childhood education in Turkey. For this reason, it is almost impossible to obtain all the
theses; therefore, theses having online full-text access were included in the study. Thirdly, content
validity was ensured; two different research assistants who had conducted content analysis studies
reviewed the thesis examination form. Lastly, the reliability of the study was ensured. In the current
study, both the inter-coder reliability and the test-retest techniques were applied to provide reliable
results. The inter-coder reliability was measured using Cohen’s Kappa. The Kappa value for the current
study was calculated to be .86, which was a sufficient degree of agreement between the coders. For the
test-retest reliability, eight weeks after the first coding was completed, another coder applied the coding
procedure once more.
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Data Analysis Procedure

Descriptive statistics and frequencies were employed for the analysis of the data, and the Statistical
Package for Social Science (SPSS 22.0) was used for the data analysis. The findings of the study, the
descriptive and methodological characteristics of the graduate theses, are presented in frequency tables
and figures.

FINDINGS

Results Regarding the Descriptive Characteristics

First, 931 MS theses regarding early childhood education found in the CoHE database were examined
according to publication years as shown in Figure 1. The first available MS thesis regarding early
childhood education in Turkey was published in 1989, and the highest number of MS theses were
published in 2016 (n=100).
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Figure 1. Publication years of MS theses

In addition, 171 PhD dissertations regarding early childhood education were included according to
descriptive characteristics. The results related to the publication years of these theses are given in Figure
2.
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Figure 2. Publication years of PhD dissertations

Figure 2 shows that the first available PhD dissertation regarding early childhood education in Turkey
was published in 1993. The results also show that the highest number of PhD dissertations were
published in 2012 (n=25).
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Secondly, the names of the universities from which the graduate theses were published were examined
by the researcher. The results revealed that of the 78 universities that published M.S thesis, the highest
number of MS theses were published by Marmara University (n=128; 13.75%), followed by Gazi
University (9.45%), Selguk University (9.13%), Middle East Technical University (METU) (4.62%),
and Hacettepe University (4.30%) This distribution of PhD dissertations across universities show that
most of these dissertations (n=41) were published by Gazi University (23.98%), and Marmara (21.05%),
Ankara (14.62%), Middle East Technical University (METU) (9.94%), and Selg¢uk (8.19%) universities
were the other most productive universities to publish PhD dissertations. The total number of
universities that published the investigated Ph.D dissertations was 20.

Thirdly, the distribution of graduate schools regarding both MS theses and PhD dissertations was
investigated by the researcher. The distribution of graduate schools of graduate theses indicated that 455
MS theses were hosted by the Graduate School of Social Sciences which comprised 48.87% of the
investigated dissertations. This was followed by the Graduate School of Educational Sciences (43.61%),
Graduate School of Natural and Applied Sciences (3.54%), and Graduate School of Medical Sciences
(3.44%). Unexpectedly, there were also MS theses regarding early childhood education published by
the Graduate School of Informatics (0.21%), Institute of Security Sciences (0.11%), Graduate School of
Fine Arts (0.11%), and Institute of Atatiirk’s Principles and Reforms (0.11%). In terms of the PhD
dissertations 90 were hosted by the Graduate School of Educational Sciences (52.36%), followed by the
thesis published by the Graduate Schools of Social Sciences (32.16%), Applied and Natural Sciences
(6.43%) and Informatics.

Furthermore, the results of the analysis concerning the academic title of the advisors for the MS theses
and PhD dissertations showed that 484 MS theses were supervised by assistant professors (51.99%) and
115 of the PhD dissertations were supervised by professors (67.3%). As part of this study, the
distribution of graduate theses across different departments showed that 383 MS theses regarding early
childhood education were hosted by early childhood education departments (41.14%). Similarly, most
of the PhD dissertations(n=47) were hosted by early childhood education departments (27.49%). Finally,
the language of the graduate theses was analyzed. According to the data, most of the graduate theses
were written in Turkish (82.05% of MS theses and 89.47% of PhD dissertations) with English being the
second most preferred language in both MS theses (17.95%) and PhD dissertations (10.53%). The
graduate theses written in English were published by both public (Bogazigi University and METU) and
private universities (Bilkent, Yeditepe, Ko¢ and Bahgesehir universities). These theses were also
published from a variety of departments, such as early childhood education, psychology, and business
administration.

Results Regarding the Contextual Characteristics

The research topics of the MS theses and PhD dissertations were investigated, and the results are given
in Table 2.

Table 2.

Research Topics
MS Theses Research Topic f % PhD Dissertations Research Topic ~ f %
Education 431  29.95 Development 98  32.78
Development 399  27.73 Education 92  30.77
Teacher/ Administration 161  11.19 Teaching Methods 3B 1171
Family issues 123 855  Scale dev./adopt. 24 8.03
Teaching Methods 121 841  Family 21 7.02
Health 56 3.89  Teacher/Administrator 9 3.01
School 48 3.34  Health 7 2.34
Child Literature 38 2.64  School 6 2.01
Scale dev./Adopt. 35 243  Media 5 1.67
Media 23 1.60  Children’s Literature 1 0.33
Children’s Rights 4 0.28  Children’s Rights 1 0.33
Total 1439 100 Total 299 100
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The data presented in Table 2 shows that education-related issues (29.95%) were the most frequent
research topics that emerged among the analyzed MS theses. In contrast, development-related issues
(n=98; 32.78%) were the most common research topic in the PhD dissertations, followed by educational
issues (30.77%). A detailed list of the sub-dimensions in graduate theses regarding educational issues is
presented in Table 3.

Table 3.
Sub-dimensions studied in graduate theses regarding educational issues
MS Theses Research Topic f %  PhD Dissertations Research Topic  f %

Special Education 41 9.51 Special Education 12 13.04
School Readiness 38 8.82 Literacy Skills 10 10.87
Curriculum 36 8.35 Curriculum 8 870
Science Education 29 6.73 Music Education 7 7.61
Music Education 28 6.50 School Readiness 6 6.52
Literacy Skills 26 6.03 Teacher Education 6 6.52
Concept Education 19 4.41 Education Policies 4 435
Art Education 19 4.41 Science Education 4 435
Teacher Education 18 4.18 Value Education 3 326
Language Education 17 3.94 Environmental Education 3 326
Environmental Education 16 3.71 Concept Education 3 326
Educational Technology 16 3.71 Montessori Approach 3 326
V Education 14 3.25 Vygotsky 3 326
Educational Materials 13 3.02 Mathematic Education 3 326
Montessori Approach 11 255 Movement Education 3 326
Education Policies 10 2.32 Educationin EU 2 217
Mathematic Education 9 209 Turkish Education 2 217
Assessment And Evaluation 9 2.09 Educational Environment 2 217
Movement Education 9 2.09 Constructivism 1 109
Turkish Education 8 1.86 Effects of ECE on school success 1 1.09
Multicultural Education 7 162 Language Education 1 109
Constructivism 6 1.39 ArtEducation 1 1.09
Effects of ECE on School Success 6 139 Assessment And Evaluation 1 109
Other 26 6.03 Free Time Activities 1 109

Gender Education 1 109

Educational Technology 1 109
Total 431 100 Total 92 100

Table 3 shows that special education (9.51%), school readiness (8.82%), and curriculum (8.35%) are
the main sub-topics commonly studied under the title of education among MS Theses. Special education
(13.04%) and curriculum (8.70%) were also popular educational research topics in PhD dissertations.
In addition to these sub-dimensions, literacy skills (10.84%) was among the top-three research topics
selected by the PhD authors. The graduate theses also revealed a focus on developmental issues which
are listed according to the sub-dimensions in Table 4.

Table 4.
Sub-dimensions studied in graduate theses regarding developmental issues
MS Theses Research Topic ~ f % PhD Dissertations Research Topic ~ f %

Social-Emotional Dev. 227 56.89 Social-Emotional Dev. 45 45.92
Cognitive Development 102 25.56 Cognitive Development 35 3571
Language Development 42 10,53 Language Development 8 816
Physical Development 22 551 Physical Development 8 816
Moral Development 6 150

Total 399 100 Total 98 100

Table 4 shows that social-emotional development (45.92%) and cognitive development (35.71%) were
the most common developmental areas selected for the PhD dissertations. This topic was also
investigated in MS theses on early childhood education, almost equal to educational issues, with social
emotional development (56.89%) being the most preferred research topic in these studies.
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Results of Regarding the Methodological Procedures

This section gives detailed information about the sample groups, cities in which the studies were
conducted, school settings, types of research, research design, instruments, statistical analysis, and
sampling methods of both MS theses and PhD dissertations. First, the subject groups of both MS theses
and PhD dissertations were examined to reveal the methodological procedures and the results are
presented in Table 5.

Table 5.
Subject Groups
MS Theses Subject group f % PhD Dissertations Subject group  f %

Children 462 37.38 Children 126 53.39
Teacher (in-service- preservice) 425 34.39 Teachers (in-service- preservice) 54 22.88
Parent (father- mother) 216 17.48 Parent (father- mother) 41 17.37
School Management 56  4.53 School Management 8 339
Children’s Books 29 2.35 Children’s Books 1 042
Curricula 21  1.70 Curricula 4 169
School 16 1.29 School 0 0
Other 11  0.89 Other 2 085
Total 1236 100 Total 236 100

As indicated in Table 5, children (37.38%) were the most frequently used sample group in MS theses
with a total of 462 theses using students as the subjects. Further analysis showed that three- to six-year-
old children (86.36%) was the age group mostly preferred by the researchers (n=399). Teachers
(34.39%) composed the second most frequently preferred sample group in MS theses, followed by
parents (17.48%). According to the data presented in Table 5, similar to the MS theses, children
(53.39%) were the mostly frequently used subject group in PhD dissertations. In 110 PhD theses, groups
comprised of three- to six-year-old children were used as the sample group (87.30%). As in the MS
theses, teachers (22.88%) and parents (17.37%) were the second and third most sample groups preferred
by PhD authors, respectively.

The research areas in which the studies were conducted were analyzed. According to the findings, most
MS theses were conducted in the city center and central districts (n=845; 90.76%). The results showed
that only 0.64% theses were conducted in rural areas (n=6) with very few of the studies covering both
rural and central districts (1.72%). Furthermore, there were cross-cultural studies among the analyzed
MS theses (2.15%) which revealed that Germany was the most frequently studied country in these theses
(14.71%).

Most of the PhD dissertations were also conducted in the city center and central districts (89.47%)
together with cross-cultural studies (4.09%) and studies covering both rural and central districts (1.17%)
with no PhD dissertations being conducted in rural areas. Germany (17.39%) and the United States of
America (17.39%) were the most frequently studied countries in PhD dissertations.

In addition to the research area of the study, the Turkish cities in which the studies were conducted were
determined revealing that most of the MS theses were conducted in Istanbul (23.31%), followed by
Ankara (15.15%) and other cities (n<10) (11.71%). The results also indicate that some of the MS theses
covered multiple cities (6.12%). Of the PhD dissertations, 57 were conducted in Ankara (33.33%).
Lastly, the countries investigated in cross-cultural MS theses and PhD dissertations were Germany
(14.71%), the United States of America (11.76%), and European Union countries (11.76%). The number
of PhD dissertations conducted in the United States of America (n=4) and Germany (n=4) was equal.
These two countries (17.39%) were the most frequently studied countries in these PhD dissertations.
The settings of the graduate studies were also analyzed and are shown in Table 6.
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Table 6.
Research Setting
MS Theses Research Setting f % PhD Dissertations Research Setting f %

Preschool 633 48.62 Preschool 99 50.51
Preschool Class 322 2473 Preschool Class 43 2194
Créshes/ Nursery School 83  6.37 Créshes/ Nursery School 9 459
Primary School 75 5.76 Primary School 9 459
High School 27  2.07 High School
College 42 323 College 6 3.06
Counselling Research/Rehabilitation 18 138 Counselling Research/Rehabilitation 7 357
Center Center
Other 20 154 Other 7 357
Not Applicable 49  3.76 Not Applicable 9 459
Not Specified 33 253 Not Specified 7 357
Total 1302 100 Total 196 100

Table 6 indicates that preschools catering for three- to six-year-old children (48.62%) were the most
frequently used research setting in MS theses. Preschool classes functioning independently or within a
primary school (24.73%) were the second most frequently used research setting in MS theses. Thirdly,
créches and nursery schools (6.37%) were also used as research settings. As indicated in Table 6,
preschools (50.51%) were the most frequently used research settings in PhD dissertations, followed by
preschool classes (21.94%), primary schools (4.59%), and créches (4.59%).

Next, the statuses of the research setting in graduate theses were investigated and the findings revealed
that both MS (53.9 %) and PhD. (61.4%) authors mostly preferred public research settings.
Private/foundation settings were the second choice in both MS theses (11.1%) and PhD dissertations
(5.3%). The research methods of the examined graduate theses findings are presented in Table 7.

Table 7.
Research Type
MS Theses Research Type f % PhD Dissertations Research Type f %
Quantitative 638 68.53 Quantitative 102 59.65
Qualitative 166 17.83 Qualitative 29 16.29
Mixed Method 127 13.64 Mixed Method 40 23.39
Total 931 100 Total 171 100

As can be seen in Table 7, in most of the MS theses (68.53%), a quantitative research method was
employed, followed by qualitative research methods (17.83%). Mixed method (13.64%) studies were
found to be the least preferred type of approach. In most of the PhD dissertations, the researchers
employed quantitative (59.65%) research methods and in contrast to the MS theses for PhD researchers,
the mixed method (23.39%) was the second popular research type wit qualitative research being the
least preferred method of research. In addition to the type of research, research designs of the graduate
studies were analyzed by the researchers and the results are provided in Table 8.

Table 8.
Research Design
MS Theses Research Design % PhD Dissertations Research Design ~ f %

Survey 551 56.45 Experimental 86 43.65
Experimental 189 19.36 Survey 52 26.40
*Interview 43 441 Case study 12 6.09
Case study 36  3.69 Phenomenological 7 355
Descriptive 33 338 *Interview 5 254
Not specified 29 297 Single subject 5 254
Content Analysis 15 154 Literature Review 4 203
Phenomenological 13 1.33 Descriptive 4 203
Correlational 10 1.02 Other 22 1117
Literature Review 6 061
Action research 5 051
Field Research 5 051
Document Analysis 6 0.61
Causal Comparative 4 041
Other 31 318
Total 976 100 Total 197 100

*Researchers define their research design as interview.
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It is apparent from Table 8 that the survey (56.45%) was the most preferred research design MS theses.
The second favorite research design was experimental and third was interviews. Research designs found
less than four times in the dissertations are indicated as ‘other’ in the table.

The distribution of the preference for research designs in PhD dissertations are shown in Table 8 with
the most favored being experimental design (43.65%). In contrast to the MS theses, survey design
(26.40%) was the second preferred design and case study (6.09%) was in third place in the PhD
dissertations.

In addition to research design, the data collection tools used in graduate studies were analyzed, and the
results are given in Table 9.

Table 9.

Data Collection Tools
MS Theses Data collection tool f % PhD Dissertations Data collection tool f %
Questionnaire 531 37.00 Questionnaire 78 24.84
Achievement/Apt. Test 17 15.12 Ach./Aptitude Test 68 21.66
Interview 187 13.03 Interview 43  13.69
Document Analysis 106  7.39 Performance Dev./Test 34 10.83
Performance/Dev. Test 103  7.18 Observation 33 1051
Attitude Scale 85 5.92 Document Analysis 18 573
Observation Form 73  5.09 Rating Scale 17 541
Rating Scale 64  4.46 Attitude Scale 11 350
Checklist 30 2.09 Checklist 10 3.18
Personality Test 21  1.46 Socio-Metric Devices 2  0.64
Audio-Visual Materials 12 084
Socio-Metric Devices 4 0.28
Other 2 014
Total 1435 100 Total 314 100

Table 9 shows that questionnaires (37.00%) were preferred mostly by the researchers as the data
collection tool in MS theses, followed by achievement/aptitude tests (15.12 %) and interviews (13.03%).
As can also be observed in Table 9, as in the MS theses questionnaires (24.84%) were the most
frequently preferred data collection method in PhD dissertations, followed by achievement/aptitude tests
(21.66%), and interviews (13.69%).

The statistical tests used in the graduate theses were also identified and the distribution of the statistical
tests are presented as nonparametric, univariate, multivariate and bivariate tests in Table 10.

Table 10.

Statistical Tests
MS Theses Statistical test f % PhD Dissertations Statistical test f %
Non-Parametric 461 23.77 Non-Parametric 116 29.86
Bivariate 161 8.30 Bivariate 28 7.19
Univariate 891 4595 Univariate 156 40.10
Multivariate 426 21.97 Multivariate 89 22.87
Total 1939 100 Total 389 100

As indicated in Table 10, univariate tests (45.95%) were the most preferred statistical test in MS theses.
with nonparametric tests (23.27%) being second and multivariate tests (21.97%) being third. In the
findings regarding the distribution of data analysis methods employed in PhD dissertations are similar
to those reported for the MS theses (Table 10). Univariate (40.10%) was the most frequently used test
in PhD dissertations. followed by nonparametric tests (29.86%); however, the third favorite statistical
test was multivariate (22.87). Another variable that was examined was the sampling method used in the
graduate theses, and the results were presented in Table 11.
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Table 11.
Sampling Methods
MS Theses Sampling Method ~ f %  PhD Dissertations Sampling Method ~ f %

Purposive 223 24 Purposive 65 38.0
Simple Random 285 30.6 Simple Random 49 287
Convenience 220 23.6 Convenience 32 187
Cluster Random 50 5.4 Cluster Random 8 47
Stratified Random 30 3.2 Stratified Random 6 35
Population 36 3.6 Population 3 18
Not Specified 59 6.3 Not Specified 4 23
Not Applicable 26 2.8 Not Applicable 4 23
Total 931 100 Total 171 100

From the data in Table 11, it is apparent that in most of the MS theses, the simple random sampling
method (30.6%) was used to define the sample of the studies followed by purposive (24.00%) and
convenience (23.6%) sampling methods. As indicated in Table 11, contrary to MS theses, purposive
sampling (38.00%) was revealed to be the most preferred sampling method among the PhD dissertations,
while simple random sampling (28.7%) was the second most preferred method of sampling.

Lastly, the sample sizes of the graduate theses were investigated. The findings showed that in most of
the MS theses, the sample groups included more than 200 subjects (35.3%). However, in 25.6% of the
MS theses, the sample groups had less than 50 subjects. In PhD dissertations, most of the studies had
sample groups smaller than 50 subjects (32.7%). Secondly, PhD researchers had smaller groups — who
preferred 50 — 100 subjects. Further analysis revealed that the average sample size was 192.08 for the
MS theses and 184.58 for the PhD dissertations.

DISCUSSION and CONCLUSION

Descriptive Characteristics of the Graduate Theses

As can be seen from the findings of the current study, graduate studies regarding early childhood
education were not only published in early childhood education departments. In Turkey, MS theses
regarding early childhood education began to be published in 1989 in child health and education
departments. The first PhD dissertation in this area was published in 1993 in the architecture department.
The first graduate early childhood education programme was opened in 1993, with the first MS thesis
produced from that education department being published in 1996. Then, the first PhD dissertation was
published in 2001 by a student from the same department.

In 2016, 1,102 early childhood education graduate these were published, of which 931 (84.37%) were
MS theses and 171 (15.52%) were PhD dissertations. Previous studies conducted by McLean Davies,
Anderson, Deans, Dinham, Griffin, Kameniar, Page, Reid, Rickards, Taylor, and Tyler (2012) and
Goktas, Hasangebi, Varisoglu, Ake¢ay, Bayrak, Baran, & Sozbilir (2012) suggested that master
programmes were more common and available for graduate students in comparison with doctoral
programmes. These programmes also have higher student numbers and simpler requirements than the
doctoral programmes. Therefore, it is an expected result that there are more MS theses on early
childhood education than PhD dissertations.

When the fluctuation in the number of graduate theses was examined, there were short-term increases
in the number of MS theses produced from 1998 to 2002. A further increase in the number of MS theses
was determined between 2004 and 2012. In 2013, the number of available MS decreased but in 2016, it
reached its highest level (n=100). Similarly, PhD dissertations gradually increased until 2012; however,
since then, there has been a decrease in the number of available PhD dissertations. These findings agree
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with the study of Ahi and Kildan (2013), which showed that the number of theses steadily increased
from 1998 to 2006 but with an irregular distribution. A possible reason for this result may be due to a
researcher wanting to restrict the availability of their thesis until they publish the findings of their study.
In another study, Altun et al. (2011) stated that this decrease might have been caused by a delay in the
registration process and the uploading of new theses to the online database.

The examination of the universities that produced the graduate theses showed that some led the field,
with Marmara and Gazi being the most productive universities, followed by Ankara University, METU
and SelgukUniversity. Although most of the graduate theses were written by students attending these
particular universities, the result of the analysis showed that 128 universities had published MS theses,
and 41 universities had published PhD dissertations, regarding early childhood education under various
departments. It is possible to make this interpratetion because although the number of early childhood
education graduate programmes is limited, the importance of early childhood education is appreciated
by other departments and is mentioned in the graduate theses written in these departments. Another
possible explanation for this result is that Gazi University and Marmara University have more MS and
PhD programmes than other universities and these programmes were opened earlier than in other
universities (Gazi University Graduate School of Education Science, 2016).

Moreover, it has become clear that graduate theses regarding early childhood education emanated from
several graduate schools. While the majority of the investigated MS theses were published in the
Graduate School of Social Sciences, a considerable number of PhD dissertations were published in the
Graduate School of Educational Sciences. These findings further support those determined by Durukan
et al. (2015). There are several possible explanations for this result. First, until recently, early childhood
education graduate programmes have offered within the purview of the Graduate School of Social
Sciences, and furthermore Graduate Schools of Educational Sciences have only recently become
prevalent. Another explanation for this result may be a rise in the popularity of interdisciplinary studies.
The interests of different departments, which offer the opportunity to study education within different
graduate schools, resulted in graduate studies regarding early childhood education being published under
various graduate schools. In addition, one unexpected finding suggests that MS theses regarding early
childhood education were also published in the Graduate School of Security Science and Graduate
School of Ataturk's Principles and Reforms.

The results of the current study indicated that early childhood education, and child development and
education departments were the most productive in terms of graduate theses regarding early childhood
education. However, the majority of the graduate theses were produced within departments of early
childhood education. In contrast, the findings of previous studies also showed that the number of theses
concerning child development and education was higher than early childhood education graduate theses.
One of the possible explanations for this result is that child development and education departments
have been providing undergraduate, MS and PhD programmes since the 1970s, while the establishment
of early childhood education programmes only began in 1998 (Haktanir, Daglioglu, & Giiler, 2010).
Nevertheless, this may explain why today, early childhood education departments are the main sources
of early childhood education-related graduate theses.

In contrast, in the study by Altun et al. (2011), early childhood education was also mentioned in a variety
of departments. One surprising finding of the current study was that sample studies were found that were
related with early childhood education, which were published under a variety of departments, including
manufacturing and marketing, occupational health and safety, veterinary medicine, and finance and
business administration. Based on these findings, it can be determined that early childhood education is
an interdisciplinary area that draws interest from different departments. Moreover, these studies may
offer the opportunity to consider studies concerning early childhood education from different
perspectives.

Comparing the academic titles of the advisors of MS theses and PhD dissertations regarding early
childhood education, different results were obtained. While more than half of the MS theses were
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supervised by assistant professors, the majority of PhD dissertations were supervised by professors.
According to Yavuz (2016), this is an expected result since there are more MS students than PhD
students, and there are a greater number of academic staff holding the position of assistant professor.
Conversely, Polat (2013) suggested that PhD students prefer to be supervised by professors. Another
reasonable explanation for this finding might be that supervising a PhD dissertation may require more
academic skills and experience. Moreover, according to the current Graduate Education Regulations in
Turkey, an assistant professor should first supervise an MS thesis before supervising a student writing
a PhD dissertation (The Higher Education Law, 1981).

Contextual Knowledge of Graduate Theses

The findings regarding topics in graduate theses showed that those related to education development
and teacher/administrator were the most common research topics in MS theses, on early childhood
education. As Ahi and Kildan’s (2013) study stated, education was the most frequent research topic in
early childhood education graduate theses. Special education (9.51%), school readiness (8.82%), and
curriculum (8.35%) were the subjects mostly focused upon among education-related research topics.
The MS theses regarding developmental issues mostly focused on social-emotional (56.89%), cognitive
(25.56%) and language (10.53%) development. Social skills, including adaptation, self-confidence, self-
regulation, and self-efficacy (29.96%) were the most frequently studied research issues among social-
emotional development topics.

In PhD dissertations, researchers mostly concentrated on development (32.78%), education (30.77%)
and teaching methods (11.71%) issues. As in MS theses, social-emotional development, especially
social skills, were the most studied areas in PhD dissertations, regarding early childhood education. This
finding is in agreement with those of Tastepe et al. (2016), which showed that graduate theses frequently
focused on social development. On the other hand, special education (13.04%) and literacy skills
(10.87%) were the most frequently studied fields among educational research topics in PhD
dissertations. Moreover, Altun and Sar1 (2018) found that the number of studies which focused on
literacy skills, such as the letter-sound relation, phonological awareness and spelling was increasing
each year. This result may be due to the outcome of recent research which claims the critical importance
of the early years in language development (Campbell et. al. 2002).

Methodological Procedures of Graduate Theses

The third research question of the current study consists of the methodological procedures (i.e. the study
group, the location in which the study took place, the school hosting the study, the type of research, the
instruments used, the statistical and sampling methods, etc.) of the graduate theses regarding early
childhood education in Turkey. The results of the current study indicate that children/students are the
most frequently studied subject group for both MS theses and PhD dissertations, which was not an
unexpected finding. However, when the age groups of the samples were examined, they showed that
almost all graduate theses focused on three- to six-year-old children (86.36 % of MS theses, 87.30%
PhD dissertations). Zero to three-year-old children were the most under-studied age group in the
graduate theses (0.87% of MS theses and 0.79 of PhD dissertations). This finding corroborates the
research of Ahi and Kildan (2013), who suggested that most of studies and theses covering early
childhood education focused on children between the ages of three and six. This may be explained by
the fact that contrary to international agreements, and, according to the Turkish Ministry of National
Education, early childhood education covers the education of children in this age group which
constitutes the highest population in a pre-school setting. For this reason, researchers tend to include
three- to six-year-old children in their studies.

The second most frequently used sample group in graduate studies is that of teachers, including in-
service, preservice and field teachers. Although elementary school teachers were included in sample
groups of MS theses (6.59%), no PhD dissertations were found to have focused on elementary school
teachers. In-service teachers were the most frequent sample group among the graduate theses that

100

Turkish Journal of Education\TUR ©2019, Volume 8, Issue 2 www.turje.org


http://www.turje.org/

DEMIRTAS ILHAN & TANTEKIN ERDEN; A Content analysis of graduate theses concerning early childhood education in
Turkey

focused on teachers (82.12% of MS theses, 88.89% of PhD dissertation). There are several possible
explanations for this result. Firstly, in Turkey, most graduate students are employed as research
assistants or teachers. Therefore teachers and students are the most convenient research group for these
studies. Secondly, as most of the graduate theses were published in early childhood education
departments, researchers were mostly interested in teachers and students as they are the principle actors
in early childhood education.

In most of the graduate studies that focused on parents, only mothers or both parents were the target
groups. The studies which focused only on fathers (n=7 for MS these, n=1 for PhD dissertations) were
significantly lower than those covering only the mothers and/or both parents. This finding is also in
accordance with earlier studies (Altun et al., 2011). However, studies also included grandparents,
academicians, inspectors, visual materials, and adjunct staff as sample groups in graduate theses.

Further analysis showed that teacher and student sample groups were preferred mostly by early
childhood education researchers. In other respects, parents and children sample groups were mostly
chosen as the focus by child development researchers.

What is surprising is that although family-related research topics had been studied more frequently in
early years, this focus lost its significance in later years. In 2016, language development was the most
popular research topic among published graduate theses. A possible explanation for this may be the
results of current scientific research on language development which suggests that successful early
language development is a vital part of later achievements.

The current study also revealed the characteristics of research settings in which these studies were
conducted indicating that nearly all graduate theses were conducted in the city center or central districts
(90.76% of MS theses and 89.47% of PhD dissertations). While 22 of the MS theses (2.38%) included
research settings in rural districts or rural and central districts, only two PhD dissertations (1.17%) were
undertaken in rural districts. It seems possible that this result is due to the low schooling rate in rural
areas. Graduate studies conducted in cities were mostly found to have been in located in metropolitan
conurbations, such as Ankara, Istanbul, Konya, Eskisehir, and Izmir. There are several reasons to explain
this finding. First, the universities in which most of these studies were conducted also located in these
cities. Second, the density of the population in these cities provided easily available sample groups.
Another important finding was that there were cross-cultural studies in both MS theses and PhD
dissertations. Germany was the most frequently studied country in both M.S theses (14.71%) and PhD
dissertations (17.39%). Another regularly studied country in graduate theses was the United States of
America (11.76% of MS theses and 17.39% of PhD dissertations). European Union countries were also
investigated in graduate theses. A possible explanation for these findings might be that international
relations regarding graduate studies allow for easier access to data and analysis. The labor migration
from Turkey to Germany and Turkey’s ongoing application for membership of the European Union
could have had an effect on the choice of countries studied in the graduate theses.

In contrast to the findings of previous studies, not surprisingly, pre-school education is again the most
preferred level investigated in graduate theses. Also, since kindergartens cater to three- to six-year-old
children in Turkey, they are the most frequent research setting in both MS theses and PhD dissertations
and provide easy opportunities for data collection. The study also found that in both MS and PhD
dissertations, researchers mostly preferred public-school settings. This result agrees with the findings of
other studies, which reported that most research focused on public schools (Dungan & Pryzwansky,
1988). According to Al Kathiri (2002), private education institutions did not allow graduate students to
conduct studies in their schools, as some parents would not approve of the study. Therefore, business
concerns might be a possible reason for this finding.

As indicated in the current study, most of the graduate theses employed quantitative research methods.
In the MS theses, qualitative studies were less frequent than quantitative, while mixed method studies
were the least frequent. Moreover, mixed method studies were the second most frequent studies among
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PhD dissertations. The number of qualitative studies was higher in PhD dissertations because they
require more in-depth research. Contrary to this finding, according to Hénnikdinen (2010), almost all
PhD dissertations regarding early childhood education in Finland used qualitative methods or at least
combined both qualitative and quantitative methods to collect data. Also, in his study, Rule (2011) found
that most of the early childhood education graduate theses were qualitative in style. On the other hand,
the conclusions from the work of Ahi and Kildan (2013) and Durukan et al. (2015) suggest that in early
childhood education theses, quantitative research methods are more frequently used than other methods.
It is difficult to explain this result, but it might be related to the cultural differences of the researchers.

According to the findings of the current study, although the most frequent research design varied
according to the type of theses, survey and experimental designs were the most popular research settings
used in both MS theses and doctoral dissertations. In the former group, survey was dominant research
design, followed by experimental design. According to Erdogmus (2009), in survey studies, researchers
obtained the opinions and attitudes of learners, teachers, parents and administrators in regard to
computer use in education and different variables. In accordance with this idea, it might be possible that
the researchers of early childhood education graduate theses, who provided the surveys, intended to
study and analyze the opinions, beliefs and attitudes of sample groups. On the other hand, in PhD
dissertations, researchers generally employed an experimental research design. This result may be
explained by the fact that in PhD dissertations, researchers aimed to reveal the effects of different
variables on child development. For this reason, experimental designs, which provided the ability to
check cause and relationships among variables (Frankel & Wallen, 1993), were preferred by the
researchers.

Another important finding of the study is that questionnaires, achievement/aptitude tests and interviews
were the most common data collection methods used in the graduate theses. Also, the study found that
most of the time, researchers combined more than one data collection method. This result may be
explained by survey research design, in which researchers use questionnaires to collect data. As Fowler
stated in 2002, administering questionnaires is one of the most common data collection methods used
in survey design studies. Another explanation for this finding can be that the results of the questionnaires
are easily analyzed by the researchers. Aptitude and achievement tests were used to measure the sample
group’s intelligence and skills or to test knowledge of an individual in a particular area (Frankel &
Wallen, 1993). Researchers, especially in experimental design studies, may have used this data
collection method to measure the effect of treatment on the intended variable.

The third most common data collection method in graduate theses utilized interview protocols, which
aim to reveal what was on the subject’s mind, what the subject thought or how the subject felt about a
particular issue (Frankel & Wallen, 1993). Considering the purpose of the interview method, it may be
claimed that researchers preferred this data collection method in order to discover the thoughts and
feelings of the subjects. Also, as the most common sample group in the graduate theses was three- to
six-year-old children, questionnaires are sometimes unable to ascertain the ideas of young children due
to their possible, limited understanding of the questions.

In contrast to the findings of the current study, Rule (2011) found that observation, rather than
interviewing, was the most common method in the studies conducted in day care centers in Finland.
Both participant and non-participant observation procedures were used as data collection methods.
However, researchers combined observation methods with other data collection approaches; thus, this
finding confirms the association between graduate theses conducted in Turkey and Finland. A possible
explanation for the underuse of observation techniques in Turkey might be time limitations. As the
observation method is a time-consuming technique, researchers use more practicable techniques like
questionnaires. Also, in Turkey, it is very difficult to receive permission from the school administration
to be able to observe sample subjects.

When the statistical test used in the data analysis process of MS theses was analyzed, it was found that
researchers mostly used univariate statistical tests, especially the t-test and ANOVA, which are generally
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used for comparing group means. Multivariate statistical tests which are used to investigate the degree
of relations among variables were the third most employed method among the MS theses. According to
these results, researchers should increase the variety of statistical tests used in their studies to develop
clearer interpretations among variables.

In addition, SPSS, which allows easy application of the t-test and ANOVA analyses, was the most
common package used in graduate theses. A possible explanation for the researchers using this
programme is that it is easy to use and free of charge.

Moreover, the study revealed that sampling methods used in the graduate theses vary in accordance with
the research designs. Simple random sampling was the most common method used in MS theses. Al
Kathiri (2002) found that using a population was the most common sampling method in curriculum and
instruction MS theses. It is difficult to explain this result but perhaps due to their findings, which mostly
used survey studies, researchers engaged in MS studies preferred to apply a simple random method to
define sample groups. Also, as most common sample groups were children, teachers and parents in MS
theses, simple random sampling can be considered as the appropriate method to define a sample group
in such large populations. Not surprisingly, the sample group of the MS theses was generally larger than
200 members, which indicates that the generalizability of the results was higher.

In most of the PhD dissertations, the researcher used purposive sampling, which is the most common
sampling method implemented in experimental research studies. Erdogmus (2009) also defended this
finding in her study by suggesting that purposive sampling was one of the most common sampling
methods used in instruction technology PhD dissertations. There are several explanations for this result.
Firstly, researchers do not consider the representativeness of the sample group in purposive sampling.
Secondly, experimental design research was the most common research design in PhD dissertations;
therefore, the result might be related with the research designs. Also, purposive sampling may have
reduced time and financial expenditure. It seems that researchers preferred purposive sampling, in
particular when faced with a limited time to complete their studies. In accordance with sampling method,
the sample groups of PhD dissertations consisted of less than 50 members.

Suggestions

The main finding of the current study is that early childhood education has been the topic of graduate
theses since 1989 prepared by students in several departments. Some specific universities, located in
metropolitan areas, having qualified and experienced academic staff, led the field by producing the
majority of graduate theses; thus, there was an uneven distribution of graduate theses across the
universities in Turkey. To prevent this inequality, the quality and quantity of academic staff in other
universities should be improved.

The sample groups that were selected in both MS theses and PhD dissertations had similar
characteristics. Children were at the heart of the early childhood education field, and they were the most
popular subject to be observed in graduate theses. However, some age groups, including zero- to three-
year-old children and six+ ages were undervalued in graduate studies. To increase the studies to cover
zero- to eight-year old children, both MS and PhD students should be encouraged to expand their sample
pools. On the other hand, teachers were the second most popular group in graduate theses, but most
focused on in-service teachers. The training of pre-service teachers has as much value as in-service
training and the number of studies regarding prospective teachers should be increased. Also, fathers,
academicians, ancillary professionals, and educational materials should be considered as sample groups
in graduate theses.

In Turkey, the government aims to increase the attendance rate within preschool level education across
the country. However, the results showed that apart from Istanbul, there is a big gap in the preschool
enrolment rates in the western and eastern parts of the country (Ministry of National Education, 2014).
According to Agirdag, Yazici and Sierens (2015), one promising strategy to improve schooling rates at
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preschool level is to increase quality of preschool education in less developed provinces and improve
the accessibility of preschool education for children from low socio-economic status families.
Therefore, to increase the quality and accessibility of preschool education, less developed provinces
should be considered. In the examination of the research settings of the graduate theses, most of the
studies were conducted in city centers; thus, rural areas and less developed provinces were ignored
within graduate studies. Increasing the number of graduate studies conducted in rural districts would
offer opportunities to cultivate the quality of and access to early childhood education in these areas.

While educational and developmental issues have been frequently studied in graduate theses, some
educational and developmental topics are mostly overlooked; for example, peace education, democracy
education and gender education. On the other hand, physical development and moral development are
understudied topics among developmental studies. Furthermore, some topics regarding interdisciplinary
studies, such as children’s rights, child abuse and media should also be considered in graduate theses.

According to the findings, the number of quantitative studies was significantly higher than qualitative
studies. Research employing qualitative research methods can provide in-depth information about the
nature of the studied materials. For this reason, the number of qualitative studies should be increased in
order to attain more in-depth information. Furthermore, using different types of research designs and
data collection methods can promote the development different perspectives in regard to the field.

This study examined graduate studies regarding early childhood education in Turkey and all online,
open access graduate theses written up to 2017 were included in the study. In later studies, journal
articles regarding early childhood education in Turkey can be identified according to descriptive
characteristics, contextual knowledge, and methodological procedures.
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TURKCE GENISLETILMIiS OZET

Mevcut calisma, erken ¢ocukluk egitimi alaninda g¢alisan bilim insanlarinin olusturdugu lisansiistii
caligmalarin kapsamli bir alan yazin taramasini igerir. Sonuglar, erken ¢ocukluk egitiminde yapilmig
lisansiistii calismalarda hangi konularin iyi sunuldugunu, hangilerinin ise hak ettigi kadar ¢alisiimadigini
ortaya koyacaktir. Ayrica, bu ¢alismanin bulgulart mevcut metodolojik ve istatistiksel egilimlerle ilgili
bilgi saglayacaktir. Sonuglar secili zaman aralifindaki erken cocukluk egitimi iizerine yapilan
caligmalardaki egilim degisimini gdzlemleme sansi sunacaktir.

Calismada, erken cocukluk egitimi {izerine yazilmig lisansiistii ¢aligmalarin betimleyici ve igerik
Ozelliklerinin, Tiirkiye’de alanin durumuna iligkin kapsamli bir resim ¢izebilmek adina incelenmesi
amaglanmaktadir. Ayrica, bu ¢aligma tezlerin metodolojilerini de, kullanilan aragtirma yontemleri ve
istatistiksel tekniklere bagli olarak tercih edilen arastirma egilimlerini ortaya koymak amaciyla
incelemektedir. Caligmanin aragtirma sorular1 su sekildedir;

1. Tirkiye’de erken ¢ocukluk egitimi tizerine yazilmis yiiksek lisans ve doktora tezlerinin betimleyici
Ozellikleri (iiniversite, enstitii, boliim, yayimlanma tarihi, tezin dili ve danigsmanin akademik unvani)
nelerdir?

2. Tiirkiye’de erken cocukluk egitimi iizerine yazilmig yiiksek lisans ve doktora tezlerinin igerik
ozellikleri (arastirma konusu) nelerdir?

3. Tuirkiye’de erken ¢ocukluk egitimi iizerine yazilmis yiiksek lisans ve doktora tezlerinin metodolojik
ozellikleri (¢alisma grubu, caligmanin gergeklestirildigi alan, arastirma yontemi, aragtirma deseni, veri
toplama araclari, istatistiksel analiz ve 6rneklem yontemleri) nelerdir?

Caligmada nitel aragtirma desenlerinden igerik analizi kullanilmistir. Dokiiman analizinin veri toplama
yontemi olarak kullanildigi ¢calismada, yiiksek lisans ve doktora tezleri, dokiiman analizi siirecinde bilgi
kaynag1 olarak kullanilmistir. Veri analizi siireci i¢in, icerik analizi metodu tercih edilmistir. Veri
toplama stirecinde toplam 1494 lisansiistli tez incelenmis ve erisime agik 1986-2016 yillar1 arasinda
erken g¢ocukluk egitimi iizerine yazilmig 1102 tez, caligmanin Orneklemi olarak belirlenmistir.
Arastirmacilar, ilgili alan yazin ve benzer lisansiistii tezlere dayali olarak olusturulmus bir siniflandirma
gelistirmistir. Calismanin gegerligi; goriiniis gecerlik, dis gegerlik ve kapsam gecerligi agisindan
incelenmistir. 1lk olarak, goriiniis gecerligi ele alinmistir. Mevcut ¢alismada; arag, arastirmacilar
tarafindan gelistirilmistir ve ilgili alan yazin ile benzer c¢aligmalar bu aracin insa siirecinde
degerlendirilmistir. Arastirmacilar, ayrica ilk taslaktan sonra erken ¢cocukluk egitimi alaninda ¢alisan bir
Ogretim iiyesinden uzman tavsiyesi almigtir. Uzman goriigii lizerinden, ara¢ revize edilmis, aracin son
hali bir pilot ¢alisma ile olusturulmustur. Pilot ¢galigmanin sonunda, arag amaglanan 6l¢iimii yapabilmesi
nedeniyle gecerli kabul edilmistir. Ardindan, aracin dis gegerligi kontrol edilmistir. Bu ¢alismanin
popiilasyonu Tiirkiye’de erken ¢ocukluk egitimi lizerine yazilmis tiim lisansiistii tezleri icermektedir ve
haliyle tiim tezlere erismek neredeyse imkansizdir. Bu nedenle, yalnizca ¢evrimigi tam erisime agik olan
tezler ¢alismaya dahil edilmistir. Sonrasinda, icerik gecerliginden emin olmak adina igerik analizi
calismalar yiiriiten iki farkli arastirma gorevlisi Tez inceleme Formunu gézden gegirmistir. Son olarak,
¢aligmanin giivenirliginden de emin olunmustur. Mevcut ¢alismada, giivenilir sonuglar elde edebilmek
icin hem kodlayicilar arasi tutarlilik hem de test-yeniden test teknikleri uygulanmistir. Kodlayicilar arasi
tutarhilik Cohen’s Kappa yontemi ile olglilmiistiir. Meveut ¢alismanin Kappa degeri 0,86 olarak
hesaplanmustir ki, bu kodlayicilar arasinda yeterli bir tutarlilik oranina isaret eder. Test-yeniden test
giivenirligi igin, birinci kodlamay: takip eden sekizinci haftada, baska bir kodlayici kodlama siirecini
yeniden uygulamigtir.
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Elde edilen bulgulara gore, erken ¢ocukluk egitimine iligkin lisansiistii ¢aligmalar yalnizca erken
cocukluk egitimi boliimlerinde yaymlanmamistir. Tiirkiye’de erken ¢ocukluk egitimine iligkin yiiksek
lisans tezleri, ¢ocuk sagligi ve egitimi bdlimlerinde 1989 yilinda yayimlanmaya baslamistir. Bu
alandaki ilk doktora tezi ise 1993 yilinda mimarlik boliimiinde yazilmistir. ilk erken ¢ocukluk egitimi
lisansiistii programmei 1993 yilinda agilmis, erken ¢ocukluk egitimi boliimiiniin ilk tezi ise 1996 yilinda
yayimlanmistir. Lisansiistli tez iireten iiniversiteler incelendiginde bazi iiniversitelerin basi ¢ektigi
goriilecektir. Marmara ve Gazi Universiteleri en iiretken {iniversiteler olup, ardindan Ankara
Universitesi, Orta Dogu Teknik Universitesi ve Selguk Universitesi gelmektedir. Mevcut ¢alismanin
sonuglart; erken ¢ocukluk egitimi, cocuk gelisimi ve egitimi boliimlerinin erken ¢ocukluk egitimi
tizerine lisansiistii tez liretmek konusunda en tiretken boliimler oldugunu gostermistir. Ancak, lisansiistii
tezlerin cogunlugu erken ¢ocukluk egitimi programmelarinda yazilmistir. Oysa ki, gegmis calismalarin
bulgulari, ¢cocuk gelisimi ve egitimine iligkin tezlerin sayisinin erken ¢ocukluk egitimi iizerine yazilmis
lisansiistii tezlerden daha fazla oldugunu gdstermistir.

Lisansiistii tezlerin konularina iligkin bulgular gostermistir ki; egitim, gelisme ve 0gretmen/ydnetici
konularmi isleyen tezler, erken ¢ocukluk egitimi yiiksek lisans seviyesinde en yaygin arastirma konular
olmustur. Doktora tezlerinde ise arastirmacilar ¢ogunlukla gelisim (%32,78), egitim (%30,77) ve
ogretim yontemleri (%11,71) izerine ¢alismustir. Yiiksek lisans tezlerinde oldugu gibi, sosyal-duygusal
gelisim, 6zellikle sosyal beceriler, erken ¢ocukluk egitimi alaninda en ¢ok ¢alisilan konular olmustur.

Mevcut ¢aligmanin sonuglari, gocuklarin/6grencilerin hem yiiksek lisans hem de doktora tezlerinde en
sik ¢alisilan 6rneklem grubu oldugunu gostermistir ki bu beklenen bir bulgudur. Ancak, 6rneklemlerin
yas gruplar incelendiginde neredeyse tiim lisansiistii tezlerin ii¢-alt1 yas arasindaki cocuklara
odaklandig1 goriilmiistiir. Sifir-li¢ yas arasindaki ¢ocuklar ise lisansiistii tezlerde en az caligilan yas
grubu olmustur.

Bu calismada, Tirkiye’de erken gocukluk egitimi {izerine yazilmis, ¢evrimigi ve erisime agik tiim
lisansiistii tezleri incelemistir. Ileriki ¢alismalarda, Tiirkiye’de erken ¢ocukluk egitimi {izerine yazilmis

dergi makaleleri, betimsel Ozellikleri, kavramsal bilgileri ve metodolojik &zellikleri agisindan
incelenebilir.
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